The Protractor

A protractor is a mathematical tool that is used to measure angles. In order to measure the size of an angle, align the straight end of the protractor along one of the rays of the angle.  In the center of the protractor there will be an indicating mark, usually a hole or a set of crosshairs, which you align with the vertex of the angle. Then, follow the other ray of the angle to the curved side of the protractor. The number indicated at the intersection of the ray and the protractor is the measure of the angle. As you follow along to figure out the measurement, be sure to start at the zero mark that intersects first ray. Be careful to not confuse acute and obtuse angles (see definitions below)!
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