The Compass

A compass is a mathematical tool that is used to draw circles. It has one end that will hold a drawing tool, usually a pencil, and another end that is designed to remain stationary at the center. Some compasses also have a measuring device at the top that will indicate the radius of the circle. If a compass does not have this type of measuring device, it will be necessary to use a ruler to create a circle of a given size. First, set your compass to the specific radius you desire. If you are using a ruler draw a line segment the length of the radius. Align the stationary point with one endpoint to the line segment and the tip of the pencil with the other. Carefully, rotate the compass being careful not to move the stationary point or adjust the distance between the two ends. When you have rotated the compass completely, you will have a complete circle.

The illustrations below should help you understand how to use a compass.
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